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Pastor Kennection                                     

Christmas Is the Birthing Season 

Over the next few weeks we will hear many descriptions of what Christmastime is…the season of 

lights, the giving season, the festive season, the eating season, the family and friends season.  

There is, however,  a unique description seldom spoken … the birthing season.   The birthing sea-

son describes Christmas both historically and from God’s point of view.    It is the season that re-

minds us of the birth of Jesus in the world’s history and the re-birth of humankind’s soul. 

Advent means “come” or “arriving”.  At Christmastime, we celebrate the miracle birth of 

“Immanuel,” God with us.  Jesus Christ was born to the virgin Mary to show us God in human 

flesh – this is God’s greatest dream and humankind’s greatest longing! 

God wants to birth a dream in and through you too!  Mary is our example.  The fulfillment of the 

Christmas miracle came through her humble submission and trust.  Imagine it.  Mary was a young 

woman when the angel Gabriel said to her: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you.  So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God… for 

nothing is impossible with God.” 

Her reply is probably the most important prayer in all the Bible (repeated in similar words by 

many others in the Bible):  “I am the Lord’s servant.  Let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 

1:35-38).  To enjoy a great God-dream (or to accomplish anything of lasting significance) we need to 

take a Mary posture of being a servant of the Lord and pray:  “Let it be to me according to your 

Word.” 

What dream does God want to birth through you?  What is he inviting you to experience or do this 

Christmas season?  Listen and wait on the Lord.....  Cultivate the trust in God and submission to 

His kingdom purposes that Mary expressed so you too can give birth to that God-dream in his 

time.  Offer to the Lord her prayer that received God’s Christmas miracle:  “Let it be to me accord-

ing to your word.” 

So while the rest of the world has Santa Claus, Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, sparkling lights, 

festive holiday music, a month of shopping days, endless cookies, cakes, and candies, and many 

other ways to spread Christmas greeting, but in the midst of all this celebrating few people will 

listen the birthing of the dream.  Most people will settle for proclamations of “Happy Holidays!” 

But the Lord knows best…. There is a dream to be birthed in you.  His ways are higher than our 

ways (Isaiah 55:9).  So this Advent season, seek God’s dream for you, whisper the prayer, “Let it be 

to me according to thy word”, and listen for that still small voice, the message found in the qui-

et….. 

Silent night! Holy night!   If we keep a “silent night” with Jesus at Christmastime, preserving 

through our jitters and frets, then the joy of the “birthing season” and “heavenly peace” awaits us. 

 

Merry Christmas….may this be the season enjoying what God has birthed in your world. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  

 

10:00 Holy Fika 

3:15-5:15 Youth Study Time 
5:15 Community Dinner 

6:00 Confirmation Class 

6:00 Children’s Ministry 

6:00 Adult Discipleship Video 

Teaching 

6:00 Campus Life 7-12th 

6:15 Women’s Bible Study 

2 3 

  

  

4 

5 

  

8:00 Radio Program 

WMOZ 106.9 FM 

9:30  Worship Service 

11:00 Adult Sunday Class 

4-5:30 Praise Team 

  

6 

  

6-9:00 Youth Group 

Movie (7-12th) 

7 

  

11:00 Prayer 

Group 

  

  

8  

 

10:00 Holy Fika 

10:30 UMW Packing Cookies 

3:15-5:15 Youth Study Time 
5:15 Community Dinner 

6:00 Confirmation Class 

6:00 Children’s Ministry 

6:00 Adult Discipleship Video 

Teaching 

6:00 Campus Life 7-12th) 

6:15 Women’s Bible Study 

9 

  

  

10 

  

11 

9:30  Wom-

en’s Christ-

mas Brunch 

12 

  

8:00 Radio Program 

WMOZ 106.9 FM 

9:30  Worship Service 

Communion 

11:00 Adult Sunday Class 

13 

  

5:30 Finance Mtg 

6:00 Church Council 

Mtg 

6-9:00 Youth Group 

Movie (7-12th) 

  

14 

  

11:00 Prayer 

Group 

15  

 

10:00 Holy Fika 

3:15-5:15 Youth Study Time 
5:15 Community Dinner 

6:00 Confirmation Class 

6:00 Children’s Ministry 

6:00 Adult Discipleship Video 

Teaching 

6:00 Campus Life 7-12th) 

6:15 Women’s Bible Study 

16 17 

  

18 

19 

  

8:00 Radio Program 

WMOZ 106.9 FM 

9:30  Worship Service 

11:00 Adult Sunday Class 

4-5:30 Praise Team 

20 

  

6-9:00 Youth Group 

Movie(7-12th) 

 

21 

  

11:00 Prayer 

Group 

  

  

22  

 

10:00 Holy Fika 

 

23 

  

24  

 

CHRISTMAS 

EVE 

  

5:30 Candle-

light Service 

25  

 

CHRISTMAS 

DAY 

26 

  

8:00 Radio Program 

WMOZ 106.9 FM 

9:30  Worship Service 

11:00 Adult Sunday Class 

27 

  

6-9:00 Youth Group 

Movie (7-12th) 

  

  

28 

  

11:00 Prayer 

Group 

  

29  

 

10:00 Holy Fika 

  

30 

  

  

31  

 

NEW  

YEAR’S EVE 

  

  

  

  



 

 

Chronological 

I have not departed from his commands, 

but have treasured his words more than daily food.   

Job 23:12 

Old & New  

Testament 

Daily Nourishment 

Dec 1: Ezek 40-41; 2Pet 3 
Dec 2: Ezek 42-44; 1John 1 
Dec 3: Ezek 45-46; 1John 2 
Dec 4: Ezek 47-48; 1John 3 
Dec 5: Dan 1-2; 1John 4 
Dec 6: Dan 3-4; 1John 5 
Dec 7: Dan 5-7; 2John 
Dec 8: Dan 8-10; 3John 
Dec 9: Dan 11-12; Jude 
Dec 10: Hosea 1-4; Rev 1 
Dec 11: Hosea 5-8; Rev 2 
Dec 12: Hosea 9-11; Rev 3 
Dec 13: Hosea 12-14; Rev 4 
Dec 14: Joel; Rev 5 
Dec 15: Amos 1-3; Rev 6 
Dec 16: Amos 4-6; Rev 7 
Dec 17: Amos 7-9; Rev 8 
Dec 18: Obadiah; Rev 9 
Dec 19: Jonah; Rev 10 
Dec 20: Micah 1-3; Rev 11 
Dec 21: Micah 4-5; Rev 12 
Dec 22: Micah 6-7; Rev 13 
Dec 23: Nahum; Rev 14 
Dec 24: Habakkuk; Rev 15 
Dec 25: Zephaniah; Rev 16 
Dec 26: Haggai; Rev 17 
Dec 27: Zech 1-4; Rev 18 
Dec 28: Zech 5-8; Rev 19 
Dec 29: Zech 9-12; Rev 20 
Dec 30: Zech 13-14; Rev 21 
Dec 31: Malachi; Rev 22 

Dec 1: 1Cor 9-11 
Dec 2: 1Cor 12-14 
Dec 3: 1Cor 15-16 
Dec 4: 2Cor 1-4 
Dec 5: 2Cor 5-9 
Dec 6: 2Cor 10-13 
Dec 7: Acts 20:1-3; Rom 1-3 
Dec 8: Rom 4-7 
Dec 9: Rom 8-10 
Dec 10: Rom 11-13 
Dec 11: Rom 14-16 
Dec 12: Acts 20:4-23:35 
Dec 13: Acts 24-26 
Dec 14: Acts 27-28 
Dec 15: Colossians; Philemon 
Dec 16: Ephesians 
Dec 17: Philippians 
Dec 18: 1 Timothy 
Dec 19: Titus 
Dec 20: 1 Peter 
Dec 21: Heb 1-6 
Dec 22: Heb 7-10 
Dec 23: Heb 11-13 
Dec 24: 2 Timothy 
Dec 25: 2 Peter; Jude 
Dec 26: 1 John 
Dec 27: 2/3 John 
Dec 28: Rev 1-5 
Dec 29: Rev 6-11 
Dec 30: Rev 12-18 
Dec 31: Rev 19-22 
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It's the most wonderful time of the year! 

That's right, it's Christmas time. For Youth Group, we take special care to make Christmas a 

beautiful season of preparation. Each week's message builds to highlight Jesus' birth and what 

that means to us each day of the year. This Advent season the Youth Group will be going on a 

trip to Bentleyville and having a White Elephant Christmas Party in addition to our usual ac-

tivities. Please be praying that this Christmas students see how important Jesus' birth, life and 

resurrection are. And pray that new students will join us this month as well.  

May God Bless You!  

Merry Christmas! 



 

 

As we finished up our unit on Psalms for Kids, we have learned to trust in God and find that He loves us 

and is faithful to His promises. We discovered how words of faith, praise, and encouragement can draw us 

closer to our LORD. 

 

A fun fact about Psalms:   There are 594 chapters in the Bible before Psalms 118. There are 594 chapters 

in the Bible after Psalms 118. Add the numbers 594 x 2 and you get 1188. That also happens to be the 

center verse in the Bible 118:8. The next time someone says they would like to be in the center of God’s 

will, send them to the center of His word. 

 

Psalms 118:8 

 It is better to trust the LORD than to put confidence in man. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A prophet came for a visit and shared many interesting 

facts about the book of Psalms. 

Psalms 102:18 

Let this be written for a future generation, that a people 

not yet created may praise the LORD. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The teachers sang a special song for Noah’s November 

birthday.      

Psalms 90:12 

Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of 

wisdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To celebrate Thanksgiving, we made little turkeys and 

learned about gratitude. 

Psalms 107:1 

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures 

forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learned and sang songs about the B-I-B-L-E and our 

key verse. 

Psalms 119:105 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 

https://biblehub.com/psalms/102-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/102-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/102-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/102-18.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/102-18.htm


 

 



 

 
We 

 Join us for this IN-PERSON 

 

Women’s Bible study starting in January 
 

ALL THINGS NEW by Kelly Minter  

ALL THINGS NEW by Kelly Minter takes us on a journey to ancient Corinth in 
this study from 2 Corinthians.  Their struggles and needs aren’t that different than 
what we face today. 

Paul wrote to the church of God in Corinth. Meaning God’s church is meant to 
thrive in any city and every circumstance in which we find ourselves. Paul’s letter 
is as timely as ever. 
 

Our weekly sessions will alternate between watching a teaching video and discussions over your 
personal  weekly study questions.   There are 8 DVD lessons followed by weekly discussion times .  
This will take us through the first week of May. 

Be blessed by the insights and questions of your sisters in Christ.  

 

If you have wanted to learn more about the Bible but are apprehensive, this is a      
perfect opportunity for you to join us in a casual setting with a welcoming group       
of women. 

WHAT:   A Weekly Bible study on the book of  2 Corinthians                                                 

WHEN:  Weekly on Wednesday evenings, 6:15-7:30 pm                                                        
STARTING: Wednesday, January 5th through May 4th 

COST:  The study guide book that accompanies the teach-
ing DVDs is $16.00 but scholarships are always available.                                                                 
WHERE:  At the Chickadee Coffeehouse & Deli in the 
lower level. Located across the street from Barnum High 
School. 

Coffee will be provided in the lower level and specialty coffees can be purchased    
upstairs.  Come early so you are ready to join us at 6:15 sharp. 

 

   

 

For more information and to sign-up, contact 

Barnum Community Church. 218-389-6876  or office@barnumumc.org 

 



 

 

BUMC Church Directory Information:  The 2021 Church Directory should 

have reached you by now.  If you haven't received it in the mail, please check your 

church mailbox.  We received changes after the directory was printed and distribut-

ed, but we have a current updated directory in the church office.  If you would you 

like to receive an monthly printout of changes that are made to the directory as 

they come in, just call the office and our secretary Laurie will gladly add you to the 

email list. 

Celebration Hymnals:  “God’s gift of song and His directive to sing”  To help 

you in growing a habit of “Singing to the Lord”, Celebration Hymnals are being 

made available to you at the very reduced price of $10.00, thanks to a gift given 

for this purpose.  Please contact the church office to request your copy. 

United Methodist Women will not be having their regular meeting and 

Bible Study in December.   Our next meeting will be January 12th, 2022 

at 1:30 p.m.   

Cooker bakers are needed!  Dig out your favorite cookie recipes and bake 

some up!   Bring your cookies on December 8th at 10:30 a.m.  We will be 

packing cookies for members that are homebound, in nursing homes and 

helpers.  We have several boxes to fill and your help is needed to com-

plete this.  Lunch is planned at the Lazy Bear in Barnum after the cook-

ies are packed.  Join us for a fun time!  If you have any questions, call 

Judy Jacobs. 
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December 2021 Health and  

Wellness Moment 

Seasonal Affective Disorder 

Greetings to all, and welcome to December! This is the glorious season of Thanksgiving, of Advent and Christmas, the 

birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! It is the season of ice fishing, snowshoeing, hunting, and of gathering with 

friends and family in front of a warm crackling fire, telling stories and sharing hot cocoa and laughter. However, it is also 

the season of preparing for several months of cold, snowy and icy weather here in rural MN. It is also the season of shorter 

days with fewer hours of daylight, of leaving for work in the dark and coming home from work seemingly still in the dark! 

It is the season of colder temps and dressing in layers. It is a season that for some, drags on for so, so very long. For some, 

this combination of factors can cause depression and negative health effects, and is called S.A.D, or Seasonal Affective Dis-

order.  

 

S.A.D. is a type of depression that is related to changes in the seasons. S.A.D. begins and ends at about the same times 

every year. It is related to a drop in serotonin, a brain chemical that affects mood. Reduced sunlight can cause a drop in 

serotonin levels. Melatonin levels in the brain can also be disrupted with the changes of the seasons, and this disruption 

can cause difficulties in sleep patterns and mood. If you’re like most people with S.A.D., your symptoms seem to start in 

the fall and continue into the winter months, sapping your energy and making you feel moody, among other things. S.A.D. 

is a very real diagnosis, and should not be brushed off as “laziness” or a case of the “winter blues.” S.A.D. is diagnosed more 

often in women than men, and occurs more frequently in younger adults than older adults. You don’t have to muddle 

through the symptoms of S.A.D. alone, and you don’t have to feel like there is no help for you out there. There is!  

Some signs and symptoms of S.A.D. include: 

~feeling depressed most of the day, nearly every day 

~losing interest in activities you once enjoyed 

~having low energy 

~having problems with sleeping (oversleeping or having trouble sleeping) 

~experiencing changes in your appetite or weight (craving carbohydrates, weight gain or loss) 

~feeling sluggish or agitated 

~having frequent thoughts of death or suicide 

 

S.A.D. is a very real, and very serious diagnosis to address in your life or the life of a loved one. It is normal to have some 

days when you just feel down…but if you feel this way for days at a time and if you find it difficult to get motivated to do 

activities you normally enjoy, see your doctor right away. This is especially important if your sleep patterns and appetite 

have changed, if you turn to alcohol for comfort or relaxation, or if you feel hopeless or think about suicide. Take signs and 

symptoms of S.A.D. seriously. As with other types of depression, it can get worse and lead to problems if it’s not treated. 

These can include: 

~social withdrawal 

~school or work problems 

~substance abuse 

~other mental health disorders such as anxiety and eating disorders 

~suicidal thoughts or behavior 

If you think you or a loved one may be suffering with signs or symptoms of S.A.D., please involve a doctor or healthcare 

provider as soon as possible. 

 

It is also important for each of us to remember those around us who may be more susceptible to depression in general dur-

ing the Holiday season. Many of our brothers and sisters in Christ are lonely, alone, and depressed. Let’s pay attention to 

one another and the unique needs we each have in life. Let’s help spread Christ’s love to everyone we encounter, every sin-

gle day! Merry Christmas to all, and prayers for safety, good health, and a spirit of joy during this Minnesota winter! God 

has sure blessed us richly! 

“A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” ~Proverbs 17:22 

~Prayers for peace, joy, and good health, and just a reminder…you are uniquely YOU by HIS design! 

Jenny Schatz, RN, BCUMC Parish Nurse, 218-485-1141 

Source: Mayo Clinic, Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD), Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research (MFMER), 

1998-2021. 



 

 

ACROSS  

1 he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in 

the ____ that shrank (Gen 32:32)  

6 Nor did Asher drive out those living in ___ 

or Sidon (Judg 1:31)  

10 The fear of the LORD ___ length to life 

(Prov 10:27)  

14 As an___pleasing to the LORD (Num 29:2)  

15 As ___ as Jesus was baptized, he went up 

out of the water (Matt 3:16)  

16 Do not ___ because of evil men or be envi-

ous of the wicked (Prov 24:19)  

17 In my Father's house are many ___ (John 

14:2)  

18 the tongue can no man ____; it is an unru-

ly evil (James 3:8)  

19 ninth letter of Greek alphabet  

20 a prophetess, ___, the daughter of Phanue 

(Luke 2:36)  

21 will not remain united, any more than iron 

___ with clay (Dan 2:43)  

22 But the word of the Lord endureth for ____ 

(1 Pet 1:25) KJV  

23 Bring it ____ to me, and I will eat of my 

son's venison (Gen 27:25)  

25 not only do they become ___, but also gos-

sips (1 Tim 5:13)  

27 reject (Job 10:3)  

29 He ___ him Noah and said, "He will com-

fort us (Gen 5:29)  

31 and ____ ____ to be desired to make one 

wise (1,4) (Gen 3:6)  

32 He had ___ his journey from Babylon on 

the first day of (Ezra 7:9)  

33 a spider's trap (Isa 59:5)  

36 Do not ___ up the words of the prophecy of 

this book (Rev 22:10)  

37 His legs are pillars of marble set on ___ of 

pure gold (Song 5:15)  

38 rid yourselves of all such things as these: 

anger, ___, malice (Col 3:8)  

39 David sent them to you to explore the city 

and___ it out (2 Sam 10:3)  

DOWN  

1 no longer to call her 

___; her name will be Sarah (Gen 17:15)  

2 the brass, the ____, the tin, and the lead 

(Num 31:22)  

3 called on the name of Baal from morning 

even until ____ (1 King 18:26)  

4 they shall call his name ___, which 

means, “God with us” (Matt 1:23) KJV  

5 spoken by the Lord, and ____ confirmed 

unto us (Heb 2:3)  

6 See how your enemies are ___, how your 

foes rear their heads (Ps 83:2)  

7 persuade, urge (Judg 14:15)  

8 For the Lord himself will ___ down from 

heaven (1 Thess 4:16)  

9 He is coming with ___, our faithful and 

dear brother (Col 4:9)  

10 this man purchased ___ ___ with the 

reward of iniquity (1,5) (Acts 1:18)  

11 Jesus entered the temple area and ___ 

out all who were (Matt 21:12)  

12 John tried to ___ him, saying, "I need to 

be baptized by you (Matt 3:14)  

13 and the___in the sky fell to earth (Rev 

6:13)  

21 What ___ can live and not see death (Ps 

89:48)  

24 Sir, come down ___ my child die (John 

4:49) KJV  

26 He lieth in wait secretly as a lion in his 

____ (Ps 10:9) KJV  

27 there is but a ____ between me and 

death (1 Sam 20:3)  

28 Watch and ___ so that you will not fall 

into temptation (Mark 14:38)  

29 Foxes have holes and birds of the air 

have ___ (Matt 8:20)  

30 he has appeared once for all at the end 

of the ___ (Heb 9:26)  

31 Biblical transportation vehicle 

(Matt.21:5) KJV  

32 Tear down your father's altar to ___ 

(Judg 6:25)  

 

33 bare your legs, and ___ through the 

streams (Isa 47:2)  

34 They hatch the ___ of vipers and 

spin a spider's web (Isa 59:5)  

35 stinging insect (Isa 7:18) KJV 37 

deprives (Lam 1:20)  

38 your brother Timothy has been ___ 

(Heb 13:23)  

40 a third at the ___ Gate, and a third 

at the gate behind (2 Kings 11:6)  

41 your lightning ___ up the world (Ps 

77:18)  

42 For there is nothing ___ that will not 

be disclosed (Luke 8:17)  

43 the ___ is to be scoured and rinsed 

with water (Lev 6:28)  

44 a people for himself, and to make ___ 

___ for himself (1,4) (2 Sam 7:23)  

45 animals, birds, reptiles and crea-

tures of the sea are being ___ (James 

3:7-8)  

46 sailors came alongside to ___ for 

your wares (Ezek 27:9)  

47 with wheat and barley, ___ and fig 

trees, (Deut 8:8)  

48 Have nothing to do with godless 

myths and old wives' ___ (1 Tim 4:7)  

51 at the valley of Shaveh, which is the 

king's ___ (Gen 14:17).KJV  

52 there went up a ____ from the earth 

(Gen 2:6)  

54 this song will be ___ in the land of 

Judah (Isa 26:1)  

55 Men at ___ have contempt for mis-

fortune (Job 12:5)  

58 the law is good, if a man ____ it law-

fully (1 Tim 1:8) 

ACROSS 

40 and the most important___ in the synagogues (Matt 23:6)  

41 a raised or projecting edge (Ezek 43:17)  

42 He ___ down his hail like pebbles (Ps 147:17)  

43 and your houses turned into ___ of rubble (Dan 2:5)  

44 Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her___? (Jer 

2:32) 

47 I cast my ___ against them (Acts 26:10)  

49 very expensive perfume, made of pure ___ (Mark 14:3)  

50 However, I ___ that I worship the God of our fathers (Acts 

24:14)  

53 Am I ___ ___, or a whale, that thou settest a watch (1,3) 

(Job 7:12)  

56 As ___ ___ man who casteth firebrands (1,3) (Prov 26:18)  

57 They worship me in ____; their teachings are but rules 

taught (Matt 15:9)  

58 the furnace heated seven times hotter than___(Dan 3:19)  

59 Darius the ___ took over the kingdom (Dan 5:31)  

60 Above all ___ , guard your heart (Prov 4:23)  

61 They are a nation without ___, there is no discernment 

(Deut 32:28)  

62 a river went out of ____ to water the garden (Gen 2:10)  

63 silver in two bags, with two ___ of clothing (2 Kings 5:23)  

64 do not reap to the very ___ of your field (Lev 23:22)  
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